RACC Meeting Minutes No. 215   (1/9/08)

1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST in Room 3246 on Wednesday, January 9, 2008, to discuss and address national and regional AWIPS issues, problems and concerns.

2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations outside of Silver Spring) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joshua Watson;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  WRH: Sheila Deiotte;  CRH: Bill Gery;  ARH: Joe Rubel;  PRH: Bill Ward;  GSD: Joanne Edwards;  NWSTC: Heather Galan;  Warning Decision Training Branch: Timm Decker;  NRC: Jeff Sickels;  
3.  Discussion Items: The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting:
a.  Status of Field Installs of OB8.2:  Regular deployment began on January 3.  A total of 31 sites have to date installed OB8.2 and this includes the beta sites.  The regional focal points are scheduling up to 8 sites per install day (Monday – Thursday) on the Oracle calendar.  The installation DVD has been shipped to all sites.  The mod note, release notes and other documentation are posted.  
Frank Lucadamo recently sent an e-mail to the regional focal points concerning the System Manager’s Manual (SMM) living document period.  This period has begun with the deployment of OB8.2.  Any proposed changes to the SMM should be sent to Frank and also Jim Stenpeck so they can forward them to Raytheon.
b.  Status of Upcoming Software Releases:  
  OB8.2.1:  The readiness review for this maintenance release is scheduled for March 11.  Regular deployment should begin on March 24.  There are 18 DRs assigned to it and development is under way.  The first build is scheduled on January 15.
  OB8.3:  The integration testing began on January 7.  The alpha phase should begin on February 18 with regular deployment scheduled on or about June 11.

  OB9.0:  We are planning and preparing for the development to begin shortly as work on OB8.3 wraps up.  Included in the build is the GFE and ETN roll over issue (DR 19788).
Raytheon is also looking into any more possible testing for the leap year issue that comes up on February 29.

c.  Firewall Lock Down; LDAD Installs:  John Seeger of the NCF reported that they will need to have sites lock down all of their firewalls.  Instructions for doing so were sent out before this call and are also included as an attachment to these minutes (titled “Firewall LOCK DOWN”).  We will need to have the firmware updates and the LDAD updates completed first.  Any questions that the sites or regional focal points have on the firewall lock down issue can call John at the NCF at 301-495-2212.
Concerning the LDAD installs, there are still 9 sites (ACR, AFC, AKQ, EAX, GUM, LSX, NHOR, RLX, STR) that have not scheduled their LDAD install (not including the sites that do not have LDADs now but are getting them, e.g., National Centers).

d.  Additional Radar Products on the SBN:  There will be additional radar products sent on the SBN to support the High-resolution Precipitation Estimator (HPE) Software.  AWIPS Build OB8.3 will deliver the HPE software.  Along with other data, the HPE software utilizes two WSR-88D radar products in its analysis:  Digital Hybrid Reflectivity (DHR) product 32 and Digital Storm Precipitation (DSP) product 138 (this is the 8-bit STP).  The DHR and DSP products were tested on the WAN and the SBN.  These products were also approved for the Central Collection and Distribution.  The DHR and DSP products will be available on the SBN with OB8.2 and will be included in the radar request list and the AWIPS send list.  Both the updated request and the send lists will be activated when an AWIPS system installs OB8.2.
In conclusion, the OB8.2 installations started on January 8.  As each AWIPS system installs OB8.2, if that AWIPS system is responsible for transmitting radar products to the NCF, then the DHR and DSP products will be sent to the NCF and transmitted on the SBN. 

More details on this topic can be found in the Power Point attachment titled “Additional Radar Products on SBN”.
e.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns:

 Alaska Region:  nothing significant to report.

 Central Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Eastern Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Pacific Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Southern Region:  What is the status of the LDAD land switch replacement?  Jim Lane replied that we are going ahead with full deployment since we completed the OT&E in mid December.  We gave Raytheon the authorization to proceed with full deployment.  We should begin shipping to all sites soon and Jim took the action item to find out a schedule and would forward it to the regions once it is finalized.  Jim also took the action to see if the mod note has been signed off.
 Western Region:  We have received our LDAD land switch.
 GSD:  nothing significant to report.
 NWSTC:  We also have received our LDAD land switch.
 Warning Decision Training Branch:  nothing significant to report.
 NRC:  nothing significant to report.
 James Lane:  The LDAD servers and all the sites should be able to operate in mode B and be at 100 percent by the end of March.

The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, January 23, 2008.  If you know of any agenda items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck and cc Frank Lucadamo.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel attend this RACC to address your issues.
