RACC Meeting Minutes No. 210    (October 17, 2007)

1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST in Room 3246 on Wednesday, October 17, 2007, to discuss and address national and regional AWIPS issues, problems and concerns.

2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations outside of Silver Spring) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joshua Watson;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  WRH: Sheila Deiotte;  CRH: Greg Noonan;  ARH: Joe Rubel;  NWSTC: Randy Schupbach;  NRC: Jeff Sickles;  Forecast Decision Training Branch: Shannon White;
3.  Discussion Items: The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting:
a.  Status of Beta Testing of OB8.2:  Beta installations were canceled for this week due to an export grids issue discovered late last week on the Raytheon test beds and replicated at WFO Minneapolis (site MPX).  The fix was checked in on Monday, tested on Tuesday and verified by WFO MPX on Wednesday afternoon.  Therefore, installs will resume on Tuesday, October 23.  Other trouble tickets and beta DRs discovered by WFO MPX and RFC MSR are being worked by the various development organizations.  In an answer to a question, it takes about 3 hours to install at a WFO and approximately 4 hours to install at an RFC.
b.  Status of Upcoming Software Releases:  
  OB8.1.2 (Indiana Emergency Release):  The Raytheon Test group began testing the release on the WNCF today.  The release is only for 5 Central Region WFOs.  The remaining sites would get the updates in OB8.2.  Deployment is expected on October 30.
  OB8.1.3 (Dam Break Emergency Release):  The corrected code is included in OB8.2.  The code has been checked in and testing will begin on October 22.  Deployment is expected in early to mid November.
  OB8.3:  Forecaster testing during the Pre-Integration Test (PIT) phase is planned for December 11-14.  Regular deployment is expected to begin around June 11, 2008.
  OB9.0:  The contents are being discussed at the SREC meetings and a schedule will soon be posted.

c.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns:

 John Seeger (Raytheon):  Concerning the LDAD firewall upgrades, there has been a stall in the upgrades (130 sites have upgraded) because a problem was uncovered with the firmware at 2 sites (sites TUA and RNK).  This issue has been resolved and John is moving forward again but he is upgrading to the newer firmware.  John will first upgrade the sites that have not been upgraded yet, (primarily the Central Region), and then go back to all the already upgraded sites to install the newer firmware.  The regions should remind those sites that have not been upgraded to schedule with John or at least to expect a call to upgrade even if you had previously been upgraded.  Obviously, the firewalls already upgraded can take their time getting the upgrade to the newer firmware.
 Alaska Region:  nothing significant to report.

 Central Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Eastern Region:  We received approval for the RC that sets up the Boise verification program regionally.  Also, we bought from Raytheon the E-AWIPS boxes for all of our sites in the region.  We are waiting for the IP addresses for these boxes from the IT people.  We also ordered 2 extra sets of 750GB hard drives for each WFO.
 Southern Region:  We recently tested a fix from the developers for OB8.2 DR 19550, in which the new radar watchdog is sending false red banner alarms.  The fix did not work and Eric asked will it be fixed in OB8.2?  [Editor’s note:  The install team coordinated with Eric and ASM, and have a solution that will be included in a delta install for OB8.2.]
 Western Region:  The mod note for OB8.1.1 states the installs should be completed by December 15.  Sanford Garrard confirmed that this date is a “drop dead” date for installing this maintenance release.
 NWSTC:  We received the instructions for installing the new LDAD servers.  When can we install the hardware?  Jim Lane stated there are some issues to be worked out and it may be several more weeks before the word can go out.
 NRC:  nothing significant to report.
The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, October 31, 2007.  If you know of any agenda items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck and cc Frank Lucadamo.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel attend this RACC to address your issues.
