                                             RACC Meeting Minutes No. 180    (8/9/06)

1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. EDT in Room 3246 on Wednesday, August 9, 2006, to discuss and address national and regional AWIPS issues, problems and concerns.

2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joe Palko, David Novak;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  WRH: Gar Nelson;  CRH: Bill Gery;  ARH: Phil Mieczynski;  PRH: Bill Ward;  GSD: Carl Bullock;  NWSTC: Randy Schupbach;  Warning Decision Training Branch: Timm Decker;  NRC: Jeff Sickles;  NCF:  Kevin Johnson;  Raytheon:  Karen Tepera
3.  Discussion Items:  The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting:
a.  Status of OB7.1 and Other Software Issues:  We completed the beta test at 3 alpha and 4 beta sites.  We have extended the beta test phase for 4 more weeks.  This is due to a number of critical DRs that were not ready in time and due to the delay of the DX3 and DX4 installs at a few sites.  We moved the SVR date to October 6 and national deployment should begin on or about October 18.  A new critical DR popped up this week which will affect the beta testing at site PTR.  This problem should be fixed by the end of the week and we can proceed to beta test at site RSA next week.  

Because of the IFPS server backup problems (whereby a site on OB6.1 cannot back up a site going to OB7.1), we added site GJT as a beta site as they are installing the DX3 and DX4 today and will install OB7.1 tomorrow.  This backup issue is very serious and Raytheon is working to fix it by forming a Tiger Team to expedite the matter.
b. GFE Support Transition Update:  A status was given by Bob Rood regarding the status of GFESuite support and development arrangements:  a) Who is currently responsible for GFE support and development?  Bob responded that through the Knowledge Acquisition Process (KAP) period, the GSD is the primary distributor of corrective actions.  At a point in the KAP, assignments to Raytheon will occur but GSD will have the primary responsibility.  When the KAP ends is not clear yet.  b) Will the field be able to interact with GFE developers as has been done in the past?  Bob responded in the negative as the interaction will occur via trouble tickets to the NCF only.  Raytheon will not use the list servers as a means of communication to its GFE team.  The list servers will not be shut down either as sites can use them to pass along information to other sites.  c) Are there a different set of people responsible for support and GFE development, or is it the same group?  Bob responded that the NCF is the front line support and the backup support team will be the development team as well.  d) Pre-release software status?
An OSIP IWT has developed a Concept of Operations/Operational Requirements Document for the use of GFE pre-release software.
When these plans are final and we can firm up a schedule, Bob Rood will update the regional focal points at a future RACC.
c.  AWIPS/MPLS Pilot Project:  Olga Brown-Leigh gave a briefing and used the attached Power Point file as the basis for the talk.  It is attached to these minutes and is titled “RACC-AWIPS MPLS Presentation.”  To summarize briefly, the NOAAnet project will establish a new agency-wide network infrastructure by converging and consolidating legacy networks onto a single, common, and centrally managed and funded platform replacing point-to-point circuits with potential for any-to-any connections.  It will combine the AWIPS WAN and the Regional Frame Network into NOAAnet.  It will also provide an infrastructure where additional NOAA/NWS programs may securely and cost effectively combine their legacy networks.

The pilot project will use 6 sites in the initial MPLS network.  Its objective is to measure performance of AWIPS WAN communications on the MPLS WAN, provide Proof-of-Design for the NOAAnet MPLS project, and plan and conduct a full migration to all AWIPS sites.  Major milestones and scheduled completion dates are included in the presentation.
d.  Update on WarnGen Issues:  Ashley Kells updated the group about WarnGen sending out a follow up SVS under the incorrect PIL of SVR.  Note: There are other instances of other Short Duration Warning Products going out under the wrong header.  Sites GYX and CLE had this occur last week.  Raytheon is working on additional logging and an ATAN to test the impacts of this logging on NMTW.  This testing will be done shortly and hopefully start next week.  After a successful test on NMTW, the additional logging will be ATANed to a few operational sites.  After successfully capturing the problems in the logs then a fix will be developed.
Sites are having problems following up on FFWs.  Warnings are not showing up under either the convective FFW follow-up menu or the Dam Break FFW follow-up menu.  GSD and Raytheon have looked at this issue and concluded the activation of the Hydro-VTEC for these products would solve the problem but this won’t occur until next year.  A workaround, which the SST has been testing on NMTW, is to remove the <MOTION_CHECK> from the convective Flash Flood Statement (FFS) template. What this will do is enable the convective FFS template to be able to follow up all types of FFW's.  Thus, if a site uses this workaround, they would have to take care not to use the convective FFS template to follow up something like a dam break.
e.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns:

 Alaska Region:  Since OB6.1 is now required to be installed in order to get the notificationserver ATAN, do our sites need to call the NCF after installing OB6.1?  Kevin Johnson of the NCF responded that they can do so although the NCF is keeping track and will be aware of the upgrade to 6.1 and will install the emergency release for the site.  Can the RFCs install the LDAD firewall?  Sanford Garrard responded in the affirmative.
 Central Region:  When will the new workstations be coming out?  Jim Lane responded that it will be in the February-March ’07 time frame.  Concerning the new ORPG radar backup procedures, who will activate them at the sites?  Kevin Johnson responded that the NCF will do so.  When will the new printers be coming out?  Raytheon will begin shipping them to the field either late this week or next week.
 Eastern Region:  There is some talk that we are hearing, specifically that NCDC is working with Raytheon and that the AWIPS climate database is going to be updated with new fields in the September time frame, independent of the AWIPS build.  Any confirmation on this?  Edwin Welles took the action item to find out the specifics on this issue.
ACTION ITEM 180-1:  Edwin Welles will ask Raytheon if the NCDC is working with them on updating the climate database and if so, how will it be distributed to the field.  [Editor’s note: action completed; Raytheon is not aware of any such activities at this time.]
 Pacific Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Southern Region:  nothing significant to report.
 Western Region:  nothing significant to report.  
 GSD:  nothing significant to report.
 NWSTC:  nothing significant to report.
 Warning Decision Training Branch:  We plan on shipping out the winter weather version of the WES 6.0 next week.
NRC:  nothing significant to report.
The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, August 23, 2006.  If you know of any agenda items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck and cc Wayne Martin.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel attend this RACC to address your issues.
