                                             RACC Meeting Minutes No. 175    (5/24/06)

1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST in Room 3246 on Wednesday, May 24, 2006, to discuss and address national and regional AWIPS issues, problems and concerns.

2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joe Palko;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  WRH: Gar Nelson;  CRH: Bill Gery, Greg Noonan;  PRH: Bill Ward;  NWSTC: Randy Schupbach;  Warning Decision Training Branch: Timm Decker;  NRC: Jeff Sickles;  OCWWS: Shannon White;  Raytheon: Russ Ingraham
3.  Discussion Items: The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting:
a.  Status of OB6:  There are 148 sites at OB6.0.  This includes 11 WFOs and 10 RFCs.  We plan on beta testing OB6.1 at six operational sites.  Deployment is scheduled for early June.  We are getting ready to alpha test OB7.1 next week at BCQ.  Regional headquarters sites EHU and PBP will alpha test the software in June.  Beta testing of OB7.1 begins in early July with the first operational site (ILN) installing July 19.  Bill Ward at PBP would like a final list of the DRs fixed in OB6.1 since the OB7.1 will contain these fixes.  Frank Lucadamo will send him this listing.
ACTION ITEM 175-1:  Frank Lucadamo will send Bill Ward the list of DRs fixed in OB6.1  [Editor’s note:  Action Completed.]
b.  DS Commissioning and Status of OB7.2:  Ed Mandel works to maintain a web site showing the status of ongoing software development broken down by projects.  For the status of the 7.2 build, go to the following web address:

http://sec.noaa3.awips.noaa.gov/srec/files/OB72_Release_Plan_Milestones_051006.xls
The DS boxes will be de-commissioned after OB7.2 which will occur near the end of this calendar year.  An informal discussion revolved around how to get the remaining software presently on these boxes (such as Informix, local applications, software associated with HP, etc.) imported elsewhere in advance of decommissioning.
Also, a draft of the Mod Note for installing the DX3&4 has been sent out for testing to BCQ and EHU.  Mary Buckingham will conduct a field test at SGX in early June.
c.  Status of Mod Note for Firewall Management Console:  Brian Gockel gave the group a status of the Firewall Management Console (FMC) project.  The FMC has been sent to all regional headquarters sites, the IP addresses have been set and the manager’s client has been installed on the system.  All that remains is a mod note to get the FMC up and running.  The mod note is under revision by OPS12 (questions were sent to CIO and OS&T yesterday).  We asked for a volunteer to test the mod note and Bill Gery stepped forward for the Central Region.  Gar Nelson (of the Western Region) reported that they've already hooked up their FMC (client wkstn) but it would not hold a connection to the central server at the NCF.  James Washington referred us to an existing trouble ticket on the Western Region’s FMC issue (TT #249424) and indicated Duane Culmore is working on this issue (Duane has contacted Juniper for assistance).  There was some discussion about proceeding with the Central Region test (despite the WR reported problem) to see if the problem manifests itself the same way there.  That test may soon proceed unless an objection is voiced.

d.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns:

 Central Region:  What is the status of the baseline script broken after a localization done at sites who have installed OB6.0?  The SST wrote a DR and it will be fixed in OB7.1  However, it needs to be fixed sooner than waiting for OB7.1.  Bill Gery will find the trouble ticket number and send the information to Edwin Welles who took the action item to find the status of the fix.
ACTION ITEM 175-2:  Edwin Welles will find out status of a baseline script broken for a localization after sites installed OB6.0
 Eastern Region:  Concerning the LX Hardware upgrade, one of our OB7.1 sites (ILN) indicated they needed upgraded graphics cards to test the Four-dimensional Stormcell Investigator (FSI) product and indicates that this is a prerequisite.  The response was that the site needs only a video card to test this product and that a schedule is being worked on by Raytheon.
The “Time Of Arrival" tool in D2D is causing workstation slowdowns making them, at times, unusable until the workstation is rebooted.  Any information on possible workarounds or solutions would be helpful.  A trouble ticket was called in and Kevin Johnson of the NCF says a DR is being written.

 Pacific Region:  Nothing significant to report.
 Southern Region:  What is the status of a Firewall Mod Note update for the RFCs?  Sanford Garrard stated that the Mod note was tested at site STR and is in the final stages of completion.  
What is the status of the printer replacements?  James Washington stated the replacements will begin sometime this summer but no firm dates are yet available.

 Western Region:  At RFCs, there is a requirement to issue a daily product using the GIS software on the old HP boxes.  Since the HPs are no longer under contract maintenance, what can the RFCs do if there is a problem with the HP workstations?  Randy Chambers stated that Raytheon/Prism Point will provide maintenance on the HP workstations.  Raytheon will discuss coverage during their next weekly meeting with Prism Point to finalize the requirement.  However, the HP boxes will eventually go away and a plan is needed to implement their removal.
 NWSTC:  Nothing significant to report.
 Warning Decision Training Branch:  They would like to obtain the alpha version of OB7.1 as soon as possible in order to gear up for training.  They mentioned that they encountered, mainly in the Central Region, a problem with WES boxes that use KDE having window freezing problems.  They are looking into it and any solution will be posted on our web site.
NRC:  nothing significant to report.
The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, June 7, 2006.  If you know of any agenda items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck and cc Wayne Martin.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel attend this RACC to address your issues.
